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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an information 
reading system using the thumbnail display where the 

sites and information retrieved and read on the Internet gitownt it>?-, 

are accumulated en bloc as thumbnails (reduced samples 
of images), the past sites and information can be read 
again and the comparison/study jobs can be simplified -*,.•>..:■*,.-. j jjfc l 
between the information to be collected. <l\%ir*z:r?iv& 

SOLUTION: This system has a function that displays « 

automatically the information which are already .-''^ 
accumulated as caches on another window as the V 
reduction samples of images of retrieval result of a 
screen and thumbnails by putting a mouse pointer on the 
link text of a URL relative to the information shown on 

the screen that is retrieved on the Internet. The —» JL r-t ^ 

reduction samples of images showing the information 
extracted by the retrieval and reading are displayed as 
thumbnails and then the information are automatically 
accumulated. Furthermore, another function is added to 
read again the past retrieved information by scrolling. 
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<EXCERPT> 



CLAIMS 

[Claim 1] An information browsing system using a thumbnail display, 
said system comprising a function of: on a screen of any kind of 
communication means, such as the Internet, BS broadcast, digital 
broadcasting, cable television, CS broadcasting, or the like, 
displaying, on the screen, content information which includes an 
image, a configuration, a character string, a digit string, a text, a 
GIF, an URL, and the like, and further displaying referred content 
information, which corresponds to the image, the configuration, the 
character string, the digit string, the text, the GIF, the URL, and the 
like, automatically on a different area in a state of a thumbnail 
(reduced-size sample of the display screen). 






SPECIFICATION 

[0025] When a user makes (a pointer) still without a click on the 
display screen of the retrieval site, the link of a Web site, or the link 
text of URL, the HTML file, the text, and the GIF which are already 
accumulated in the storage area on local hardware are 
thumbnail-ized by the software device. 

[0026] If a user accesses the site, a browser with the function which 



displays a thumbnail starts automatically, and the thumbnail image 
and the image of the browsed page of a top page of the site of the 
text information which displays the result searched in the site is 
displayed on the space which displays a thumbnail. (FIG. 2) 
[0027] The thumbnail of the URL is displayed, on a browser different 
from the browser which displayed the site which starts automatically 
at a place that is 3:1 of the monitor on the right-hand side, as a 
thumbnail in a state of an HTML file. In addition, a width displayed 
on the different area where this thumbnail is displayed is able to be 
extended and reduced by operations of a mouse. 
[0028] When a user clicks the thumbnail, the site of the URL is 
displayed on the browser which firstly starts and is different from 
the browser which displays the thumbnail. 

[0029] It has: a database device which automatically collects and 
accumulates registered or the searched text, GIF, and an HTML file; 
JAVA™ which perform thumbnail display of its text, GIF, and the 
HTML file; a program which uses JAVA servlet; and a website where 
the program works. 

[0030] the user connects with the site, inputs a keyword into a 
predetermined form, and searches URL of the target Web site. 
Based on the keyword, by the program which used JAVA or JAVA 
servlet, the site automatically collect URL of the target Web site and 
the HTML file, a text, the GIF, and the like which are included in the 
Web site, and accumulates them into the database. 
[0031] By the user or the manager, the URL as well as the HTML file, 
the text, the GIF, and the like which are included in the Web site, 
regarding the arbitrarily selected Web site, are automatically 
collected and accumulated into the database. 

[0032] From the keyword searching program on the Web and the 
already registered database, URL of the Web site which the user 
desires is searched and the result is displayed. 

During the searching, by the program by JAVA or the JAVA servlet 
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which works on the site, the HTML file, a text, and GIF of the URL are 
thumbnail-ized. 

[0033] When the URL and the text as results searched in the site, 
the URL already registered by the user, and the text are displayed on 
the site, when the user arbitrarily places a mouse pointer still 
without a click on the link text of the URL, by JAVA or the program by 
JAVA servlet, the thumbnail of the URL is displayed as a thumbnail 
image at a place of 3:1 of the monitor on the right-hand side, on a 
browser which automatically starts and is different from the browser 
displays the site. Or, the thumbnail of the URL is displayed at the 
same time of the URL and text as the searched results , at a arbitral 
place on the screen which displays the searched results. 
[0034] When the thumbnail is displayed on the browser which starts 
separately, a maximum of 100 pieces are displayed by setting of a 
user's arbitration on the HTML file of the different area. 
[0035] It has the function of automatically starting a browser at the 
time of computer use. When the thumbnail is displayed together 
with the HTML file, URL, or a text showing searched results, a 
maximum of 500 thumbnails are stored in the HTML file of the same 
browser by arbitrarily setting of the user. 

[0036] On the thumbnail display screen, in a still status without 
scrolling, only one of still image reduced-size sample is displayed, or 
up to 500 samples are displayed, by adjusting the number of 
displays and a reduction scale of the reduced-size sample. 
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